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1.4 General Background 

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) develops, refines and 
maintains SCAG’s regional and small area socio-economic forecasting/allocation models. 
The socio-economic estimates and projections are used for federal and state mandated long-
range planning efforts such as the SCAG 2016-2040 Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). The 2016-2040 RTP/SCS presents the 
transportation and overall land use vision for the six-county SCAG region. It is a long-range 
visioning plan that balances future mobility and housing needs with economic, 
environmental and public health goals. The 2016-2040 RTP/SCS plans for focusing new 
growth around transit. 

SCAG regional growth forecast represents the most likely growth scenario for the southern 
California region in the future and takes into consideration recent and past trends, key 
technical assumptions, regional growth policies, and local plans and policies. In determining 
the growth forecast for the region, SCAG incorporates population, housing, and employment 
estimates maintained by local jurisdictions and unincorporated communities in southern 
California. 

1.5 Methodology 

1.5.1 Definition of Affected Area 

The Project alignment is located through or along the boundaries of 12 local jurisdictions. 
Affected cities include Los Angeles, unincorporated community of Florence-Firestone of Los 
Angeles (LA) County, Vernon, Huntington Park, Bell, Cudahy, South Gate, Downey, 
Paramount, Bellflower, Cerritos and Artesia. In parallel with the analysis presented in the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Communities and Neighborhoods Impact 
Analysis Report (Metro, 2021b), the Affected Area is defined as those areas located 0.25-mile 
on either side of the proposed alignments, parking facilities, and maintenance and storage 
facility (MSF) sites, as well as 0.5-mile around the proposed station areas.  

1.5.2 Data Gathering 

Population, household, and employment estimates presented in this analysis is based on data 
from the US Census Bureau and also presented in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Communities and Neighborhoods Impact Analysis Report (Metro, 2021b). 
The historical population, housing, and employment data are obtained from the US 
Department of Finance, SCAG 2016-2040 RTP/SCS Demographics & Growth Forecast, and 
US Census Bureau. 



1 Introduction 

 

 West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

1-4 | June 2021  Final Growth-Inducing Impact Analysis Report 

The Base Year 2017 and Buildout Year 2042 residential population in the Affected Area are 
derived from Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ)-level estimates from the SCAG 2016-2040 
RTP/SCS. 2, 3 Information about average household size were obtained from the US Census 
Bureau’s block group-level 2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates released in 
2016. The characterization of the Affected Area was then refined based on a thorough review 
of local general plans, land use and zoning maps, and a desktop aerial survey of each 
community. 

1.5.3 Analysis 

As a transit infrastructure project, the Project is not anticipated to directly foster growth, but 
instead would accommodate SCAG and jurisdictional forecasted growth and is anticipated to 
redistribute the planned growth within the jurisdictions and region. SCAG regional growth 
forecast represents the most likely growth scenario for the southern California region in the 
future and takes into consideration recent and past trends, key technical assumptions, 
regional growth policies, and local plans and policies. The SCAG regional growth forecast is 
used to identify trends in population, housing, and employment and to determine if the 
Project would result in direct or indirect unplanned growth beyond growth already 
anticipated for the SCAG region. Analysis of growth inducing impacts evaluate the Build 
Alternatives’ reasonably anticipated growth in comparison to the population, households, and 
employment projections developed by a federally designated metropolitan planning 
organization. SCAG is the federally designated metropolitan planning organization for LA 
County.  

NEPA requires that the federal government use all practicable means to ensure that all 
Americans have safe, healthful, productive, and aesthetically and culturally pleasing 
surroundings (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] 4331(b)(2)). NEPA does not include specific 
guidance or direction with respect to evaluating alternatives and relative effects of inducing 
growth. 

Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2(e), the growth inducing analysis evaluates whether a 
project could promote economic or population growth in the vicinity of the project or remove 
obstacles to population growth. Generally, growth inducement may occur if a project fosters 
economic or population growth or the construction of additional housing, either directly or 
indirectly, beyond planned growth or otherwise lead to a degradation of environmental 
quality such as increased noise or air quality. Indirect or secondary effects are defined as 
effects caused by the project that occur later in time or farther removed in distance but are 
still reasonably foreseeable. CEQA Guidelines state that growth in any area should not be 
assumed to be necessarily beneficial, detrimental, or of little significance to the environment.  

                                                   
2 The Base Year 2017 is determined by the year the Notice of Intent was publicly published in the Federal Register and the 
Notice of Preparation was published informing the public of the intent to prepare a combined Draft EIS/EIR for the Project and 
notifying interested agencies and parties of public scoping meetings. The Notice of Intent and Notice or Preparation were 
published in 2017. The Build-out Year 2042 is determined when the Project would be completed. 

3 The forecasted growth does not include a No Build Alternative scenario, but a portion of projected growth would still under the 
No Build Alternative. 
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Figure 2-1. Project Alternatives 

  
Source: Metro, 2020 
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